
Established in 2008, the New Berlin Area 

Historical Society was created by a group of 

citizens interested in exploring and 

preserving the history of Western Sangamon 

County, including Bates, Berlin, Curran, 

Loami, and New Berlin as well as the 

surrounding townships.  This group has since 

grown to over 285 members scattered 

throughout Illinois and other states who have 

expressed their interest in the area‟s history. 
 

Help Preserve History - In order to preserve 

the rich local history of the area, the Society 

is collecting stories, pictures, and 

advertisements for the archives.  These items 

are used for displays at historical 

presentations as well as on the web site.  

Pictures and items may be loaned to the 

Society for scanning and photographing and 

then can be returned.  Images can also be 

emailed to be included in the Society‟s 

archives. 
 

Membership – A value at just $10 per year 

for individuals and $15 per year for families, 

membership includes newsletters throughout 

the year, as well as notices of upcoming 

special events.   
 

Contributions - The Society greatly 

appreciates any and all contributions.  It is 

only with your help that history can be 

preserved for future generations.  The Society 

has been designated a 501(c)(3) charitable 

organization and is not supported by any 

municipal taxes.  Contributions to the Society 

are tax deductible as allowed by law.   

Presentations - The Society has sponsored a 

number of well-attended events designed to 

create and expand upon the interest in our 

area‟s history.   
 

Recent events included: 

 “Maple Grove Farms Home Tour” 
Tours of one of „Kenmore Place‟, one of 

the remaining Huffaker family homes, 

were held. 

 “Land of Lincoln Honor Flight” In 

commemoration of Veterans Day, Paul 

Kramer shared pictures of a recent Honor 

Flight trip he took to Washington, DC 

with two area Veterans. 

 “A Time to Reminisce” hosted on March 

7, 2010 at the Berlin 

Christian Church.  

Featured speakers 

included Polly 

Roesch, Esta Brehm, 

and John 

McCullough.   

 “Gangsters of Southern Illinois” hosted 

on April 19, 2010 at Capone‟s Hideout.  

Noted author Taylor Pensoneau presented 

information regarding the gangster era in 

Southern Illinois and signed copies of his 

latest book, “Dapper and Deadly:  The 

Story of Black Charlie Harris.”   

 

Other projects underway for the Society 

include: 

 2015 Sesquicentennial Celebration - 

Plans for the upcoming 2015 

Sesquicentennial Celebration, celebrating 

New Berlin‟s 150
th

 anniversary is planned 

for August 2015. 

 History Book - Plans for an updated 

history book, to be released in conjunction 

with the 2015 Sesquicentennial 

Celebration. 

 Veterans Honor Book – To honor the 

sacrifices of area Veterans, the Society is 

collecting service information and pictures 

to be included in an Honor Book. 

 Archives - The establishment and 

maintenance of historical archives, 

including photographs and other 

memorabilia as donated by area residents 

and former residents. 

 Home - The Society is also interested in 

establishing a more permanent “home” 

and presence in our community – a place 

where persons who share our passion for 

area history can gather for events and to 

conduct historical and genealogical 

research.   

 

It is only with your help that the stories of 

ancestors, friends, and neighbors will stay 

with us for generations to come!  Scan 

pictures!  Talk with older friends and family 

members!  Preserve their memory and 

legacy!
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