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Country Schools  

You have heard Bill Cosbyõs story 

about having to òwalk to schooléin the snowéup 

hilléboth ways.ó  Is there any basis for this?  Is it a 

myth or is there some truth?  What was going to a 

one-room school in the country like?   

 

Now is the chance to find out!  A lice Moss, one of the 

most revered educators from th e area, will present a 

discussion on rural education in the not -so-far past at 

7PM on Tuesday, September 30 th  at the United 

Baptist Church.   

 

Please bring any school pictures that you would like 

to share with others.  The public is invited to attend, 

so invite a friend!  

       Come and Join Us! 
 

Know of someone who is interested in the rich, colorful, 
enlightening, fun filled, low-calorie, local area history 
Invite them to join!  Go to NewBerlinAreaHistory.org 
and click on the Membership button.  From there, you 
can enter their contact information online or print out 
ŀƴ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊƳ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƛƭ ƛǘ ƛƴΦ  LǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀǎȅΗ 

Everyone enjoys learning about different areas of the past.  
If you have any questions or suggestions for topics or 

articles, or if you want to submit an article for the newsletter 
or have an item that you want to share with other members, 

please let us know! 
Info@NewBerlinAreaHistory.org 

NewBerlinAreaHistory.org 
 

First Presentation of Historical 
Society Held 

Seventy-Five come to hear Bob Hitt 
 

The first presentation of the New Berlin Area Historical Society 
was well attended with seventy-five people coming to see 
various pictures and artifacts of the New Berlin Area.  Taylor 
Pensoneau ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
attendees and informed everyone on how the Society was 
formed and the financial benefits of incorporating the Society.  
Minnie Price asked the attendees to become Members of the 
Society and described how they can join the fun of exploring 
the history of the area.  
 
 

 
 
Not knowing of the reenactment, Bob was quite surprised to 
see people in full tribal dress coming down the road, toward 
his house.  One lady ŎŀƳŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ .ƻōΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƴƻǘƛŎƛƴƎ the 
пллҌ ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ ǘǊŜŜ ƛƴ .ƻōΩǎ ȅŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŀŎƻǊƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
the tree so she could have a tree that came from a tree that 
was there when the march occurred. 
 

Bob also spoke of how his great-great-grandfather, James N. 
Brown, became a friend of Abraham Lincoln when they were 
both in the Illinois State Legislature and of the time when a 
relative in Kentucky asked James N. Brown to prevail to 
Abraham Lincoln to release her cow which was confiscated by 
Union forces during the Civil War. 
 

Bob brought his guitar and sang ά.ŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭέ ōȅ DƻǊŘƻƴ 
Lightfoot ǘƻ DŜƴŜ wƘƻŘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ΨƘƛǎ ƎƛǊƭŦǊƛŜƴŘΩΣ ±ŜǊŀΦ 
 

!ƭƭŜƴ {ƳƛǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΣ ŜȄǇƻǳƴŘŜŘ 
the reason of forming the Society is to have fun in learning and 
sharing the rich history of the area.  The Society does not want 
members just to be able to tout large numbers, but rather we 
want people who have an interest in local history to have an 
opportunity to be able to work together and enjoy 
investigating the past.   
 

The highlight of the evening was Bob Hitt 
telling about his life in and around the Island 
DǊƻǾŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ  Lƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ .ƻōΩǎ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ 
of the reenactment march of the Potawatomi 
Trail of Death, which involved the marching 
of over 600 members of the tribe from 
Indiana to Oklahoma along Old Jacksonville 
Road. 

THANKS!  
The New Berlin Area Historical Society would like to 

thank the following for their assistance in making 

the first historical presentation a success:  Bob Hitt  

for his historical interpretation , the United Baptist 

Church for letting us use their sanctuary, the 

Warren- Boynton S tate Bank  for providing the 

refreshments, and to all those who attended !  Also, 

thank you to all of those who have contributed  or 

loaned  items and photographs to the Society so 

others may also enjoy them!  

THANK YOU!!! 
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With the goal to produce a book to commemorate the 150th Anniversary of the Village of 
New Berlin, there are several areas of local history that need to be investigated, 
photographed, cataloged, and written up.  This is not just for New Berlin items, but for the 
entire area, as well! 
 
Here is a list of some items.  This is not an all-inclusive list, as there are many facets to 
history.  But, this may help give us a start.  If you have any items or information on these 
areas (or other areas) and would like to work on gathering information or would like to 
contribute your knowledge, please let us know! 
 

 
Agriculture/Farming 
 
Businesses 

 Auto Dealerships 
 Auto Mechanics 
 Banks 
 Barber/Beauty Shops 
 Bars/Taverns/Pool Halls 
 Flower Shops 
 Gas Stations 
 Grain Elevators 
 Grocery/General Stores 
 Hardware Stores/Lumber Yards 
 Mines 
 Others? 
 Restaurants/Cafes 
 Theaters 

 
Churches 

 Buildings 
 Groups 
 Pastors 

 

 

Local News 
 Infrastructure Projects 
  Telephone/Telegraph 
  Electricity 
  Water/Sewer 
  Cable 
  Streets 
 Maps 
 Street Names 
 Major Events 
 Fires 
 Storms/Weather/Floods/Drought 
 Community Groups 
  History 
  Projects 
 Government 
  Community Leaders 
  Buildings 
  Projects 

 
Schools/Education 

 Teachers/Administrators/Students 
 School Events 
  Parades 
  Sports 

  Groups 
  Buildings 
  Projects 

 
Sport Teams/Events/Entertainment 

 Burgoos 
 Car Shows 
 Parades 
 Sangamon County Fair 
 Teams 
 Tournaments 

 
Transportation 

 Bates Experimental Road 
 Highway Construction/ Realignments 
 Pikes Peak Coast-to-Coast Highway 10 
 Railroads 
  Advertising 
  Depots 
  Railway abandonment 
  Railways 
  Trains 
 Township Road Names 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Sitting down and discussing a topic or topics can reveal some rare, 
interesting knowledge and can be the most fun way to gather historical 
information.  Please consider selecting a couple of topics and talk to some 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΥ 
 

¶ Business Owners 

¶ Farmers 
¶ Long-time Citizens 

¶ Pastors 

¶ Recording/Transcribing Interviews 

¶ Teachers 

¶ Township/Village Board Members (past and present) 

 

 
Exploring family history is both interesting and educational.  It 
provides the opportunity to learn about those who came before 
you and see what they did to make life better. 
 

¶ Family Trees 

¶ Genealogical Web Sites 

¶ Interviews 

 

Get Involved! 
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One of the problems that all of us have is that as we look about us in our daily lives we 

mistake what we seeña snapshotñfor a movieñwhat has happened and what is going to 

happen.  Most of us are pretty ignorant about what has happened here in the New Berlin 

area in years gone by.  We donõt have much of a clue about how people thought and 

acted, or what their ways of life were really like.   
We tend to think that it was pretty much like it is nowé  WRONG! 

{ƻΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŦǳƴΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ά5L5 ¸h¦ Ybh²ΚέΦ 
 

1. The first subject is TRAINS.  If you live in New Berlin, or Curran, or Waverly, the pleasant and soothing sound of the 
train whistle as it approaches each crossing is just a normal part of life.  But was it always so? 
5L5 ¸h¦ Ybh² ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ hǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ bŜǿ .ŜǊƭƛƴ ƛƴ муфр ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜ ǘƻ άǎƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛǎǘƭŜ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ 
locomotive engine within the village, except necessary brake signals and such as may be necessary to avoid 
ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘΧέΚ 

 

!ƴŘ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴǎ ǿƘƛȊȊƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻǿƴΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŜΚ 
DID YOU KNOW that the same Ordinances of 1895 made it a crime for a train to run within the limits of the Village at 
a speed faster than eight miles per hour? 

 

It also was a crime for a railroad to block a crossing or street. 
 

/ƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ƻǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΚ  ¢ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƛǎ άƴƻέΦ  .ǳǘ ǿƘȅ ƴƻǘΚ  5h ¸h¦ Ybh²Κ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΣ ƭŜǘ 
us know! 

 
2. HOMELESS PEOPLE.  Nowadays we read in the newspapers much about the plight of the homeless and of the efforts 

of the larger cities such as Springfield to deal with them.  DID YOU KNOW how that problem was handled in New 
.ŜǊƭƛƴ ƛƴ муфрΚ  ±ŜǊȅ ǎƛƳǇƭȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ά±ŀƎŀōƻƴŘǎέ ŀƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǾŀƎŀōƻƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ 
crime.  But DID YOU KNOW that you could be a criminal vagabond in many ways other than being homeless in 1895?  
Here are a few of the ways: 

 

¶ Being idle and dissolute 

¶ Going about begging 

¶ Using juggling or other unlawful games or plays 

¶ Pilfering 

¶ Being a confidence man 

¶ Being a common drunkard 

¶ .ƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ άƴƛƎƘǘ ǿŀƭƪŜǊέ 

¶ Being a person who is lewd, wanton and 
lascivious in speech or behavior 

¶ .ŜƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ άǊŀƛƭŜǊέ ŀƴŘ ōǊŀǿƭŜǊ 

¶ .ŜƛƴƎ Ƙŀōƛǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƴŜƎƭŜŎǘŦǳƭ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
not lawfully providing for oneself or the support 
of his or her family 

¶ Being idle and dissolute and neglecting all lawful 
business 

¶ Habitually mis-ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ōȅ 
frequenting houses of ill fame, gaming houses or 
tippling shops 

¶ Lodging or being found in the night time in out-
houses, sheds, barns or unoccupied buildings 

¶ Lodging in the open air 

¶ Not giving a good account of oneself 

¶ Being known to be a thief, burglar or pickpocket 

¶ Having been convicted for larceny, burglary or 
other crimes punishable by imprisonment 

¶ Having no lawful means of support (essentiallyτ
being homeless) 

¶ Being habitually found prowling around any 
ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ŘŜǇƻǘΣ ōŀƴƪΣ ōǊƻƪŜǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ 
public amusement, court room, store, shop, or 
crowded thoroughfare, car, or omnibus 

¶ Lounging about any auction room, private 
dwelling house or outhouse 

¶ Being found in any house of ill-fame, gambling 
house, or tippling shop. 

 

 
The fine upon conviction was from five to one hundred dollars. 

 
Consider the shame ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ άƭƻǳƴƎƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘέΗ  
 
²Ih Ybh²{ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ άǊŀƛƭŜǊέ ƛǎΚ  !ƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ άƴƛƎƘǘ ǿŀƭƪŜǊέΚ 

 

Man, they even 

confiscated my  
Barcalounger!  
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3. ²Ŝ ǘǳǊƴ ƴƻǿ ǘƻ .h¸{Φ  Lƴ муфрΣ ǘƘŜ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻŦ bŜǿ .ŜǊƭƛƴ ƘŀŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀǘ .h¸{Σ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ άƻǘher 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎέΦ 
DID YOU Ybh² ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōƻȅ ǘƻ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜƭȅ ƻǊ ƘŜŜŘƭŜǎǎƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǿ άŀƴȅ ǎǘƻƴŜΣ ōǊƛŎƪōŀǘΣ ŎƭƻŘΣ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ōŀƭƭΣ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ƳƛǎǎƛƭŜέ ŀǘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜΚ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŎǊƛƳŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōƻȅ ǘƻ ŎƭƛƳō ǳǇƻƴ ƻǊ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴȅ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǿŀƎƻƴΣ ŎŀǊǊƛage, 
sleigh, train, or other vehicle or to attach any sled or cart to any such vehicle without the consent of the owner.  Railroad 
employees were empowered to arrest boys caught climbing on the depot, locomotive, or rail cars, or jumping from one car to 
another.  It is not difficult to see what boys did in their spare time in 1895, before television and supervised activities. 
 

4. GAMBLING.  In 2008, our governmental leaders promote gambling as a revenue source for the operations of government.  DID 
YOU KNOW that in 1895 it was a crime in New Berlin to set up, run, or maintain a lottery for gain?  It was a crime also to gamble 
in the streets and other public places within the Village. 
 

5. BOOZE.  It is a problem now and it was in 1895τeven more of a problem then than now.  DID YOU KNOW that it was illegal to 
sell liquor on Sundays in New Berlin in 1895?  WHO KNOWS when the law was changed to permit it? 
 
The law was enforced.  Many prominent citizens who had liquor licenses were convicted of adding to their revenues by 
unlawfully selling liquor on Sundays, as revealed by the Town records. 
 
DID YOU KNOW that back then there was an elected Town Constable and an elected Justice of the Peace, and those charged with 
crimes were arrested by the constable and tried by the Justice of the Peace.  WHO KNOWS when this practice stopped?  

 
 

 

PPP iii ccc ttt uuu rrr eeesss   ooofff    ttt hhh eee   MMM ooonnn ttt hhh    

 
 

SPT001 

 
1909 New Berlin Giants Baseball Team 

Pictured:  Back Row: (L -R) John Haugh, Vern 

Kinney, "Hap" Sullivan, Ed Davis, J. W. Foutch, 

George Bergschneider.  Front Row:  George Kiefer, 

Dave DeWan, Bob McCray, Harry Wilcox.  The 

picture was taken in New Berlinõs Wabash Park.  
 

 
DŜƻǊƎŜ .ŀƪŜǊΩǎ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ {ǘƻǊŜ 

(c.1900) An inside view of George Baker's General 

Store in Loami .  The cash register and Toledo scale 

are sitting on the right -side counter.  Electric lights 

are in use.  All people are unknown.  From an 

unused postcard.  

aŀǊƪ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ aŜŜǘƛƴƎΧΦ 
 

7PM, Tuesday, September 30th at the United Baptist Church! 
 

Please bring your school-related items and photographs 
 to share with others! 


