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If you have any questions or suggestions for topics or articles, 
or if you want to submit an article for the newsletter or have 
an item that you want to share with other members, please 

let us know!  
 

Email us at Info@NewBerlinAreaHistory.org 

 

 

 
 

“‘Mornin” is the familiar greeting that Theo, 97, has offered with 
a smile and wave for many years when he meets folks on the 
streets of New Berlin or when he was donating his time selling 
the red poppy flowers on Veterans’ Day. 
 

The third presentation of the New Berlin Area Historical Society 
featured ‘Mr. New Berlin’, Theo Knust, who was interviewed by 
Nancy Cogburn, who worked with the Oral History project at the 
University of Illinois at Springfield.  One-hundred six people 
attended the program at the United Baptist Church. 
 

During the 72-years, (yes, that’s 72-years) of marriage, Theo and 
Ruth, his beloved wife who recently passed away, were able to 
take many trips, visiting every state in the Union except for 
Alaska and even three trips to Europe visiting Spain, Germany, 
and Austria.  While in Austria, Theo and Ruth attended the 
dedication of a bridge in Vienna for John F. Kennedy. 
 

Known for his regular trips to the Kentucky Derby, in 1999, the 
Governor of the Commonwealth of Kentucky named Theo a 
Colonel in recognition of his faithful attendance.   
 

Theo has always been a loyal supporter of the school teams.  He 
told stories of times when he took team members to Springfield 
for meals and of the camaraderie after the games at the New 
Berlin Restaurant, which he owned for 18 years.  Theo was 
named the Grand Marshall of this year’s Homecoming Parade 
and is a continual optimist for the Cubs winning the World 
Series. 

 

 

The 2015 Book Project has taken its first steps! 
 

The 1965 book and the 1991 Supplement have been scanned 
and placed into individual files.  These files have been placed 
on our web page to allow those who are interested or have 

knowledge on a particular family history, business, or 
organization to be able to expand on the information that 

already exists. 
 

The files have been created for individual businesses, 
families, churches, and civic organizations. 

 

If you are interested in researching any of these areas of 
interest, please let us know!  We can put you in touch with 

others who have similar interests! 
 

It is only with everyone’s help that we can preserve the 
legacy of those who came before us! 

 

www.NewBerlinAreaHistory.org 

2015 Book Project  

Home Sweet Home 
by Al Smith 

Every historical society needs a home.  A building.  A place 
where members and workers can come and do their thing on 
the computer.  A place to store historical records and 
historical artifacts.  A place to hold meetings of committees 
and such. 
 
What building is going to be our home? 
 
Who is going to deed us a building, or lease one to us for ten 
dollars a year forever?  Who is that dear person? 
 
Please be thinking about this.  We won’t survive long without 
a home.     Where will it be? 

 
                               to our two new Board Members: 

Beth Beams and Jodi Marr! 
 

                                                            to Allicent Smith and 
                                  Taylor Pensoneau who helped us  

getting started during our first year! 

http://www.newberlinareahistory.org/
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  THANKS!  
The New Berlin Area Historical 

Society would like to thank the 
following for their recent 

contributions, loaning/donating 

items, and/or assistance: 
 

Dan & Beth Beams  
Cliff & Nancy Cogburn  

Hal D. Cooper  
Betty Dipple  
Jo Ann Davis  

Rev. Dan Holland  
Don Fisher  

Minnie Price  
John Knepler  

Theo and Tom Knust  
Kathy Loving  

Jodi Marr  
Rick & Betty Mogler  

Evelyn Nagel  
Bill & Mary Pfeffer  

Don Roesch  
Nate  Sheppard  

Frank & Gena Sommer  
United Baptist Church  

Warren -Boynton State Bank  

THANK YOU!!! 

            MMMEEEEEETTTIIINNNGGGSSS         
In addition to Presentations, the Society has meetings of 
its Members and meetings of its Board of Directors.  The 
only regularly-scheduled Member meeting is the Annual 
Meeting held in November of each year at which the 
members of the Board of Directors are elected by the 
Members.   
 
Other member meetings are held whenever it seems to 
the Members or the Board that there is a need for a 
Member Meeting. 
 
Board meetings are held monthly on the first Tuesday of 
each month at 7:00 in the New Berlin Township Hall.  All 
members are welcome to attend and participate in Board 
meetings. 
 
The Society produces and presents programs of historical 
interest from time to time which may or may not be 

combined with a Member meeting. 

Getting History  Rite    Right  

by Al Smith 
All of us in the New Berlin Area Historical Society are interested in 

gathering up the history of this area that we are so fond of.  And of course 

it goes without saying that as we do it we want to get it right. 
 

But how do we ñget it rightò? 
 

To start with, there is no way to guarantee that we will.  All we can do is 

try, and we may fail.  But that knowledge wonôt hold us back. 
 

Iôm sure that everyone reading this has had at least once the experience of 

ñabsolutely knowingò some historical ñfactò about the New Berlin area, 

only to discover eventually that he or she was absolutely wrong. 
 

The problem consists of the way we get our knowledge.  We have not 
been witnesses to most of the history that we are interested in, and even if 

we were we still might have it wrong.  It is a scientific fact that 

eyewitnesses to events donôt accurately perceive or remember a lot of 
what they witness.  I know that I surely donôt. 
  

A lot of what we know is passed down by word of mouth from generation 

to generation.  That can involve errors in speaking and in hearing, and in 
understanding. Recently a man told me about a local guy who inherited a 

tract of land.  I believed him, and I'm sure he believed it.  I've since been 

told that it was his cousin who inherited the land in question.  I'm not sure 

who is right, but I no longer believe the first story to be as true as I once 
thought.  
 

We get a lot of our historical knowledge from books of various kinds.  But 

where did the authors of those books get their knowledge?  Did they 
interview eyewitnesses (some of whose information was faulty)?  Did they 

listen to stories that have been passed on by word-of-mouth?  Or, did they 

get it from other books?  Did those books have it right?  If so, why?  And 
if there were or are no other books, from where?  One answer is that the 

authors of history books mostly imagine what they donôt know.  (So do 

you and I.) 
 

I read a historical account of the settlement of our prairies that said that the 

reason the early settlers around here stuck to the forested areas instead of 

the prairies was that they were used to the forests back where they came 

from and were too dumb or too stubborn to try something new when they 
arrived out here.  (There are better explanations.  What are they?) 
 

So we have to be a bit skeptical.  Donôt accept any historical ñfactò from a 

single source, or accept it only tentatively.  We have to say, ñMaybe so.ò   
Even when we think we have nailed a fact, we have to keep looking.  A 

good historical technique is to look for evidence that disproves our ñfactò 

not just evidence that proves it.  There is always going to be a lot of 
corroborative evidence, but once a fact is disproved thatôs the end of it. 
  

Even if "everyone" says that Uncle Bill was a decorated hero in World 

War I that fact goes down the tube pretty much when someone turns up 

Uncle Bill's death certificate showing that he had died before World War I 
began. 
 

So for us history is not just accumulating words, it is like a detective story 

on TV.  Whodunit?  And like all good detectives we canôt be satisfied just 
because somebody or some book said it. We have to keep digging until we 

are satisfied that our ñfactò cannot be disproved.  What fun! 
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PPrr ooggrr aa mm ss,,   PPrr ooggrr aa mm ss,,   PPrr ooggrr aa mm ss  
 

You like good programs, donõt you? 
Who doesnõt? 

 

In order to be sure that we have and keep having good 
programs that are interesting to our members we need a 

Program Chairman  for a one -year term and  
four or five committee members . 

 

 
Donõt wait! 

 

Do NOT be bashful!  
 

 at Maple Brook Farm 
 Just before Christmas, a man stopped at my house and 

chatted with my teenage daughter, Allie.   This man stated 
that some of his family lived in our house at one time.  

Being a typical teenager, history was the last thing on 

Allieôs mind; she just smiled and sent the man on his way.   
 

If anyone knows who this man may have been I would love 

to talk to him.  My name is Beth Schelp Beams and I live at 

16531 Mansion Road.  My dad, Oliver Schelp, was born in 
our house on Feb 24, 1915.  My grandfather and 

grandmother, George and Louise Basse Schelp were 

married in 1913.  Our family has lived in this house since 
that time.   

 

I know that my great-grandmother, Sarah Boston, died 
when my grandfather was two years old.  I have heard that 

the four children may have been sent to live with different 

families and one of the families may have had the name 

Meyer.   
 

In the picture the gentleman with his hands on his hips is 

my grandfather, George Schelp.  I am unsure of the identity 
of the other three.   

 

Our old house is very dear to us and we would love to learn 
who built the home and those that have lived here.  Help us 

solve this mystery.   

 

Mystery by Beth Beams 

 

Businesses 
 Auto Dealerships 

 Auto Mechanics 
 Banks 

 Barber/Beauty Shops 
 Bars/Taverns/Pool Halls 

 Flower Shops 
 Gas Stations 

 Grain Elevators 
 Grocery/General Stores 

 Hardware Stores/Lumber 

Yards 
 Mines 

 Others? 
 Restaurants/Cafes 

 Theaters 

 

Churches 
 Buildings 

 Groups 
 Pastors 

 

Local News 

 Fires 
 Storms/Weather/Floods/ 

Drought 

 

Infrastructure Projects  
 Telephone/Telegraph 

 Electricity 
 Water/Sewer 

 Cable 
 Streets 

 Maps 
 Street/Road Names 

 

Schools/Education 
 Teachers/Administrators/

Students 
 School Events 

 Parades 
 Sports 

 Groups 
 Buildings 

 Projects 

 

Sport Teams/Events/ 

Entertainment 
 Burgoos 

 Car Shows 
 Parades 

 Sangamon County Fair 
 Teams 

 Tournaments 

 

Transportation 
 Bates Experimental Road 

 Highway Construction/ 
Realignments 

 Pikes Peak Coast-to-
Coast Highway 10 

 Railroads 
  Advertising 

  Depots 
  Railways 

  Trains 

 

Several people have asked for a list of topics that need to be 
investigated for the 2015 Book.  In addition to the areas 
listed in the 1965 history book, these areas need to be 

explored.  Please consider writing an article about what you 
(or someone you know) know about one or more of the 

subject areas. 
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PPP iii ccc ttt uuu rrr eeesss   ooofff    ttt hhh eee   MMM ooonnn ttt hhh    

 
CƛƭƳƛƴƎ ŀǘ CǊŀƴƪΩǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ 

(1994) A scene of the movie 'Tilt -A-

Whirl' is being filmed at Frank's 

Service Station in downtown New 

Berlin.  The name of the actor wearing 

the tie is  unknown .  Sitting on the 

bench are Bobby Simpson and Joe 

'Slim' Frank.  Bobby worked for Slim at 

the station for many years.  Thanks to 
Minnie Price for the photo.  

 
St. Louis Ballgame 

(Late 1940s) Group of New Berlin area 

residents at a ballgame in St. Louis in 

the late 1940s.  Pictured are:  (L -R) ? 

Siebring, Ed Davis, John 

Bergschneider, Jack Knust, Bi ll Edgar, 

Warren Chisolm, Denny 'Dootsie Bo Bo' 

Nordike, his son Denny, Mark Price, 

Henry Kesterson (head turned), and 

Leonard 'Polly' Holmes,  

NB00053 
 

St. Mary's Basketball Team 
(Late 1940s) The St. Mary's 

Elementary School Basketball Team.  

Front Row:  Tommy  Sullivan, Eddie 

Meier (#8), Kevin Sullivan, Charlie 

Stapleton, David Bergschneider (#9), 

Jim Roesch.  Back Row:  Don Roesch 

(#4), Coach Walt Tamblin.  This picture 

was taken in the original New Berlin 
High School Gymnasium.  

TAW002 

We Welcome New Members! 
Our members help those who come after us by helping to preserve our local history.  The support we receive from our members makes possible the 

preservation of the Society's collections of historical photographs, artifacts, and memorabilia throughout New Berlin and the surrounding area.  The Society 
will use these in exhibits, workshops, and publications and in our public programs to help tell the story of the founding, growth, and present condition of this 
area.   

 
As a member, you receive our newsletters, a 10% discount on the purchase of any and all of our publications, notification of Society meetings and events, 
and, most importantly, the good feeling that comes from knowing that you are helping in a very real way to preserve the New Berlin Area heritage. 

 
Yearly Individual membership is$10.  Family membership (a family consists of related persons who are living together in the same household; such as 

husband and wife; parent and child) is $15.  The Membership form is also available on our website www.NewBerlinAreaHistory.org.  
Please make your check payable to the New Berlin Historical Corporation. 

        Individual Membership $10 _____  or  Family $15 _____ 
 

Today's date:  ______________________ I am ____ am not ____ interested in active participation in the work of the Society. 
  
Your name: _______________________________________ Your special interest in New Berlin area history is: 
 
Your address______________________________________ ____________________________________________________ 
 I am enclosing a contribution to support the Societyôs programs  
City ______________ State _________ Zip Code_________ and preservation efforts.  (Please indicate the amount of your 
 contribution (not including membership)). $ _________. 
Your email address:  ________________________________ 
 Please complete and mail your completed membership 
Your telephone number  _____________________________ application to: The New Berlin Area Historical Society, 
If yours is a family membership, the names of other family  399 Berlin Road, New Berlin, IL 62670 or deliver it by hand to 
members who will also be members:  any of the directors of the corporation.  Thank you for your 
 interest and support.  The New Berlin Historical Corporation 
_________________________________________________ d/b/a the New Berlin Area Historical Society is a private  
 not-for-profit corporation organized pursuant to the laws of the 
_________________________________________________ State of Illinois. 
 

 

Google Books® has a large number of books about area history and families available.  Some are a free download 
and some are available for purchase.  The web site will even tell you if the book is available at an area library  Go 
to http://Books.Google.com.  It is best if searching for ‘New Berlin’ to enter “New Berlin, IL” inside of quotation 
marks, since there are other ‘New Berlin’s’. 

OOOnnn--- LLLiii nnneee   

III NNNFFFOOO   
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http://www.newberlinareahistory.org/
http://books.google.com/

