|deas?

! By Al Smith
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Let ' s Uuppose t—-aayideay-abautwhaa v
our Historical Soci ety
you say to yourself “Wh a't
me mber . Il m not on the bo.
|l i sten to what |’ ve
myself.

The answer is that the leadership of the Society wants very
much to hear what you think. While we receive a few specific
comments from time to time, we hear far too little from
Society members. We want to hear more. We know that you
have ideas and we want to hear them all. We will do a better
job i f we can see the Soci

How to do it? Call President Jodi Marr at (217) 488-3117 or
email her at Jodi.Marr@NewBerlinAreaHistory.org or contact
any member of the board of directors. If you wish to talk to
the entire board, email us at Info@NewBerlinAreaHistory.org
or join the fun at our monthly board meeting on the first
Tuesday of the month at the new New Berlin Township Hall!

LET US HEAR FROM YOU!!!

2015 Book Project

Beth Beams is the Project Coordinator. We have had a few folks
graciously volunteer their services for typing and editing the Book.
But, we still need content! We are looking for family histories,
business information, pictures, etc. If you have any questions,
please let Beth know at 488-6007 or eabeams1030@aol.com.

The articles from the 1965 Centennial Book and the 1991
Supplement have been scanned and placed into individual files on
our web site (www.NewBerlinAreaHistory.org) to allow those who
are interested or have knowledge on a particular family history,
business, or organization to be able to expand on the information
that already exists.

If you are interested in researching any of these areas of interest,
please let us know! We can put you in touch with others who have
similar interests!

LG A& 2vyvie
legacy of those who came before us!
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Thanks!

The New Berlin Area Uistorical Society would Like to
thank the following for their recent contributions,
Loaning/donating items, and/or assistance:

Deanna Curtis — Donation of Loami Tornado pictures.

sho Kathy Loving — Donation of ‘Country Schools of

Sangamon County’ book in memory of Jean Loving

g4t vteo TheoKnust— Donating/Loaning family pictures.

Etta Mae (Edwards) Lionts — Donating/Loaning pictures.
Alice Moss — Donating/Loaning family pictures.

Warren-Boynton State Bank - Newsletter printing.

THANK YOU!!!

DVDs

The NBAHS is now taking pre-orders for DVDs of the first three
presentations held by the Society. More information and an
order form are on the last page of this newsletter.

Nicknames

Small towns are known for their use of nicknames to
identify folks. As you may very well know, if you ask for
some people by using their real name, folks may not know
who you are talking about!

Send us a list of those you know (or knew) and their
nicknames. If you know who gave them their nickname
or how they earned the name, include that as well!!!
Who was ‘Boushter Shousht
picture in the top left corner of page 3!

REWSLETTER ARTICLES
REEDED!

If you have any questions or suggestions for topics or articles, or
if you want to submit an article for the newsletter or have an
item that you want to share with other members, please let us
know!

Email us at Info@NewBerlinAreaHistory.org


mailto:Jodi.Marr@NewBerlinAreaHistory.org
mailto:Info@NewBerlinAreaHistory.org
http://www.newberlinareahistory.org/

HARD TIMES

Many of us grew up in the Great Depression, when times werg p
hard if you needed to buy anything. The war helped put a little r
money in peopleds pockets but
until the 1950s.

What do our kids and their kids know about what hard times v
really like. When people whbad someplace to go walked? Wh
food often was in short supply? When having a spare nickel f
movie was a real treat? Compare that with tennis shoes that ¢
$100.

The NBAHS needs stories about those hard times in this Area so

wo n 06t uggoaves with vs. Why not write your stories down &
give them to us or cal l and
recorder . You dondét need to
4886287

Churches and Religion

There have been many churches arahy religious denominations ¢
many different locations in the New Berlin Area. Some of these |
are forgotten and completely unknown to young people in the A
Think of the former Baptist Churéhnow a residenée on Gibson
Street; of Staley Chapel; dfie church that formerly was located
the site of the Union Cemetery. Others may disappear with t
New ones may arise. Think of the new Berlin Christian Churct
Old Jacksonville Road.

Who is going to be the person or group that puts togetleesttries
of these churches, past and present, and photos, and souveni
doing this or helping to do it interests yaall us. 488287.

SMALL BUSINESSES

Small businessésmom and pop storésare the vital organs of life
in areas such as the New BerArea. They keep people in towr
they are places where we meet and greet our friends and neigl
They provide employment. They make us feel good about
villages.

There have been many stores and business of various kinds in E
inNewBerin and in the rural area
us know what they were and where they were, and who ran thenr
who worked in them? There have been garages, filling stat
groceries, taverns, pool halls, shoe repair shops, barber s
restaurants, clothing stores, coffee shops, hardware stores, Iu
yards, beauty shops, doctor and lawyer offices, insurance age!
financial advisers, truckers, feed stores, grain elevators, dentists
many more.

Woul dnét it be wrieea somd @ mdstaot th
businesses that have thrived and are now thriving or dying in
Area? Tell the NBAHS what you know about these businesses.
down a few notes. Bring us some photos and advertising
newspaper stories, and your own neeies. Especially your owr
memories.
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HAIR, HAIR, HAIR

Denny Nordike is putting together the history of barbering
the New Berlin Area. We a
beauty shops in the Area. Who is going to do this? Cal ¢
6287.

SPORTS

The distinguished Lutheran Teacher and sports enthiRast
Krohse is Chairman of a vigorous NBAHS Committee that
putting together the History of Sports in the New Berlin Area.
makes no difference what sport or when, recent or long i
Boys, girl s, womenos, me n 6
racing. So is runngd high school, marathons, 10Ks. Boxin
Wrestling. Volleyball. Bowling. Bridge?

Please call Ron if you have a story in mind or pictures
memories about any sport. And remember, yesterday is hit
too.

SCHOOL DAYS, SCHOOL DAYS, ¢
There have bee many memorable schoolteachers a
administrators in the NB Area over the years, including sc
real ficharacters. o Who wel
motivated students to learn, and who made a big impac
peopl eds | ives? \bthaactevs@ Vo dt
you remember best, and why?

Let us know. Give us stories. Show us photos and memora

We 6 | | copy them and return
Hunting and Fishing
I n the fAnolden dayso | ots o

There were somgreat hunters and fishermen. Some great sk
Still are. And folks who knew where and how to reel them in.

Who were these guys and gals? What were their techniq
What were their exploits? Tell us so we can leave a recorc
the future.

BEEF

The New BerlinrPleasant Plains Area used to be huge
livestock production, especially beef. Who knows the history
this industry, and why it flourished when it did and why
declined? Who were the main stockmen? Where were the |
How did they shp, and to where? What were the economii
Will the industry revive in this area? Let us know.

SUCCESS

Lots of people who live and have lived in this Area have b
very successful. There are many different forms of succ
Making or having big moneprobably is at the bottom of th:
totem pole but it is one form. Fame is pretty near the bot
also. Who are these people, past and present? Belnd the
worldd about them

March-April-May 2009



Picturesof the Month

A NCP005

. 1965 Centennial
Francis Esela

(1965) Color bearers lead the parade during
the New Berlin 1965 Centennial Celebration.
All are unknown. If you know who these
gentlemen are, please let us know!

(unknown) This is a
picture of Francis Elsela,

who was a noted figure in

New Berlin. He was very

proud to have been named
an honorary fireman of the
New Berlin -Island Grove
Fire Department.

(1965) With the recent remodeling of the what is
now the West Sangamon Library, here is a picture
from 1965 of what was then th e lobby of the First
State Bank .

Pictured are:
Marian (Gebhart) Marr, Norma
and Matha McGinnis.

il

First Staté Bank‘TeIIers

(L -R) Jeanie Marr Dunlap, Babe
Jean Holloway,

WANTED:

|
!
Historical Pictures! !
|

- With the recent tornado that hit the Loami area, it brings to mind the need to ¢
. information abouturrent eventsas well ashistorical items, since history begir
i with this very moment. |

! The NBAHS is interested in your old (aegtlenrecent) pictures! Family pictures:
- pictures of houses, farms, people, businesses, weather, schools, old cars, ¢
. events, etc. We can scarpictures, slides, and negatives. If you have pictu
i already scanned, please send them to us! |

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
: |
! On another note, if you know of someone in the area planning on an auct;
: estate sale, please let them know of the Historical Society! Quite ofteuictlces |
; or other items are thrown away or destroyed, thinking that no one woul
| interested in them. We would greatly appreciate any pictures or historical iten
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

|
© Pictures slides, and negativesin be given to any board member and we will ret;
- them to vyou. Electronic pictures can be emailed to us|
. Info@NewBerlinAreaHistory.org |

! Please include a small writgp about the picture: Who is in it, where it was tak
- when it was taken, etdVe will use the pictures to help tell the history of the areg

| This is how we can share pictures and stories with everyone.

The m0|:
I pictures we have in our ctlection, the more we can share! -

|
i If you would like a copy of a picture from the NBAHS collection, let us knd
| Most pictures on the web site have a code to help identify the picture. Or, giV!
| description. We would appreciate a donation of a dollar or two per picture td
| offsett he printing costs. Hey, i f yo:
! Any questions, please contact uslEb@NewBerlinAreaHistory.orgr call 488 |
. 6287. |

NBAHS - Timelines

Qnline info

The lllinois Historic Preservation
Agency has a lot of information on

readi ng cemeter i {
Don’ts on what t d
marker.

http://www.illinoishistory.gov/
Cemetery/index.htm

IRS Grants 501(c)(3) Status

The NBAHS has recently received
word from the IRS that we have
been listed as a 501(c)(3) not-for-
profit charitable corporation. This
means that the Society does not
have to pay income taxes and can
accept donations of property and
money and the donors can list the
donation as a deduction on their
federal tax return.

A donor who wishes to take the
value of a donated items as a
deduction should talk to an
appraiser. It is unlawful for the
Society to make an estimate of
value of a item.

March-April-May 2009
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New Berlin Area Bistorical Society

T New Berlint, Ilinois
$ '..Il T
'-“lll'llll' o T _ Web Site: www.NewBerlinAreaHistory.org
Email: info@NewBerlinAreaHistory.org
The New Berlin Area Historical Society is proud & oo Barin Area ;
. ¢ Yistorical Socic S
to present DVDs of the first three area Z &wac‘“‘\‘c,o&“‘ B pedee '%”‘”%
. . . =8 3”?‘, Alice Mass ! o{-.'” %2
historical presentations held by the C e «;::«d‘ . % W /\-fk»\‘,,“s,,%w
. S i Prose Ty Y,
Society. Ra¥e % . \

At the first presentation, Bob Hitt tells stories of his V B -'s[&,

ancestors and ot her fol ks who ved in and yesund
Park’” and how I sland Grove got its name.
On the second DVD, Alice Moss, describes life of students attending country schools and the history of schools in the Berlin,

Curran, Loami, and New Berlin areas, including the requirements one-room country schools had to meet in order to be
| abel ed as a ‘Standard School’

In the third presentation, Nancy Cogburn interviews Theo Knust (a.k.a. Mr. New Berlin) on his life in New Berlin. Theo

operated the New Berlin Restaurant for 17 years and was involved in other business ventures. He still enjoys watching the
Chicago Cubs and going to the Kentucky Derby.

Each DVD is $15

Title Quantity Cost

DVD1 | Bob Hitt: Life in the Grove

DVD2 | Alice Moss: Education: From One-Room Country Schools to the Present

DVD3 | Theo Knust: Theo Remembers

Total

Name:

Address:

City: State: ZIP:

Phone:

I am a Member! [ ]

E-Mail: Members of the New Berlin Area Historical Society
can deduct 10% off of the total!

Please make checks payable to:
New Berlin Area Historical Society
399 Berlin Road
New Berlin, IL 62670

Please allow three weeks for delivery.

Thanks for help keeping history
alive!
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