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The New Berlin area was blessed with the efforts of two groups who wrote and 
published the 1965 New Berlin History Book and the 1991 update to the 1965 
book.  With New Berlin’s sesquicentennial coming up in 2015, the need to 
publish a book on the area’s history is needed again! 
 
The New Berlin Area Historical Society would like to invite all area families and 
businesses to participate in the new book.  We would like to include family and 
business histories, pictures, and stories to give future generations a view of life 
in the area from the time ‘The Grove’ was founded until the present.   
 
In order to do this, we need everyone’s help!  No one knows your family’s or 
business’s history better than you!  We are asking everyone to please write an 
article on his or her family’s history.  We want to include as many histories and 
stories as possible.  Pictures of family members, homes, businesses, school or 
church functions, reunions, business advertisements, etc. will make the book 
even more interesting and help to preserve the legacy of those people who 
worked, lived, and enjoyed their life in this area. 
 
We are also interested in pictures and information on area churches, 
cemeteries, schools, community organizations, and civic projects.   
 
For those families and businesses that had articles in the 1965 or 1991 books, 
those articles have been scanned and placed on our web page to make 
updating them easier.   
 
Beth Beams is the Project Coordinator for the 2015 Book.  Please contact her at 
488-6007 or eabeams1030@aol.com if you have any questions about the Book 
Project.  If you have pictures or other items that you would like to loan to the 
Society to take photographs, please contact Jodi Marr at 488-3117 or Al Smith 
at 488-4006. 

Area History Book Project 

 
 

The History of Sports in the  
New Berlin Area  

 
2PM Sunday, August 9 th  

United Baptist Church, Ne w Berlin  

The fourth presentation hosted by the New Berlin Ar ea 
Historical Society will be hosted by Ron Krohse and a 
distinguished panel of local sports enthusiasts.  The 

discussion will be on the history of sports in and around the 
New Berlin /Loami  Area.  

 

Football, baseball, softball, basketball, track, adult leag ues, 
racing, and rodeo.  Sports activities, whether school 

sponsored or not, have always been a drawing card in smaller 
communities.  And ours is no different.  

 

Do you remember the Loami Athletic Field on the east side of 
town, home to many -a-game?   Did you know that many years 
before Sheppõs Speedway, New Berlin was the home to a 

racetrack and a rodeo arena that were so popular that special 
trains would come from Springfield just for the event?  

 

Come and join us !  The presentation is open to the public.  
Please bring any & all sports photos!  Your picture will help 

keep memories alive and could be used in the DVD!  
 

Thanks!  
The New Berlin Area Historical Society would like 

to thank the following for their recent 
contributions, loaning/donating items, and/or 

assistance: 
 

Everyone who purchased a DVD - Your purchase 
will help with Society activities! 
 

Beth Beams - Loaning pictures for scanning 
 

Rita Sullivan ï Donation of family pictures. 
 

Ag Ritter ï Loaning pictures for scanning. 
 

Helen Wilcox ï Article & donation. 
 

Warren-Boynton State Bank - Newsletter 
printing. 
 

 

THANK YOU!!!  

For more information on the New Berlin Area 
Historical Society, or if you have any questions 

about the history of the Western Sangamon 
County Area, please contact any of the officers of 

the Society: 
 

Al Smith, Chairman  488-4006 
Jodi Marr, President 488-3117 
Minnie Price, Vice President 488-7660 

 

Website: NewBerlinAreaHistory.org 
Email:    Info@NewBerlinAreaHistory.org 

mailto:eabeams1030@aol.com
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A School Day at Nipper School 
By: Helen King Glasgow Wilcox  

September 1931 -1935 
 

Nipper School was located five miles south of New Berlin and 

one mile east.  A country school was located about every three 

miles.    
 

I walked from my home at the corner of the Waverly blacktop 

and Loami hard road to the schoolhouse.  It  took about 45 

minutes to walk  there.  School started at 9:00 and most 

students also walked.  The school was just one room.  Two of my 

students were Eugene Bourland  and Louella Schramm.  Before 

school started, in the winter, I had to  start a fire in a potbelly 

stove.  It  was coal stove and usua lly an older  male student 

would carry a bucket of coal in from a shed located in the  school 

yard.   We also would have to carry in water from a well.  The 

well would need to be primed and the water was kept in a 

bucket or stone  jar in the school.    

The day would start with the ringing of a large hand 

bell .  Students  would sit in wooden desks with the desk 

front on the back of the seat in  front of you.  We would 

start each day with the reciting of the Pledge of  

Allegiance and the singing of one verse of "Ameri ca".   
 

Classes consisted of reading, arithmetic, langu age, 

geography, science, and spelling .  Lessons were taught 

by rote.  Flash cards were used to  memorize lessons.  

There was a bench to recite the lessons.  At the end  of 

each month, the county superintendant sent a test for 

each grade and each subject.  I graded the tests.  This 

was a way to keep  consistency among each of the 

schools.  Each day we had a 15 minute  morning and 

afternoon recess and lunch was an hou r.   Lunches were  brought in sacks or wrapped in paper.  Most of the time, they 

consisted of leftovers from the night before or perhaps a fried egg sandwich.   Students and I went outside and they played 

games or ran races.  That  was physical education.  I r ead to the children each day after lunch for a  half hour.  I have had 

students tell me since, that that is where their  love of reading began.   
 

We had a Christmas program where the parents  would come.  

The party consisted of singing, reciting or reading poems and 

refreshments provided by parents.  There were two outdoor  

toilets, one for boys and one for girls.    
 

Class was dismissed at 4:00p.m.  I stayed and cleaned the 

building.   That meant sweeping the floors, cleaning the 

blackboards, students  often cl eaned the erasers sometimes 

because they wanted to and  sometimes because they were being 

punished.  Supplies and library  books were obtained from the 

Board of Directors.  A school year was typically eight months, 

September to May.  My salary was $6 5.00 a month for the first 

year.    
 

Nipper School was closed at the time of consolidation.   
 

 
 
 

Thanks to Helen King Glasgow Wilcox for the article!  Please send us your stories of life in the Western Sangamon County Area! 
The first two pictures were taken by Frank Staley when he was the teacher at Nipper School.  Thanks to Richard and Nellie Staley! 

The bottom picture is from Luella Marr.  Thanks Luella! 

(1912-1913) Picture of what is believed to be Nipper School when 
Frank Staley was the teacher. 

(1912-1913) Gathering at Nipper School 

 (unknown) A picture of Nipper School which was closed in 
1947 
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WANTED: 
Historical Pictures!  

 

The NBAHS is interested in your old 

(and even recent) pictures!  Family 
pictures, pictures of houses, farms, 

people, businesses, weather, schools, 

old cars, sporting events, etc.  We can 

scan pictures, slides, and negatives.  
If you have pictures already scanned, 

please send them to us!   
 

On another note, if you know of 
someone in the area planning on an 

auction or estate sale, please let them 

know of the Historical Society!  Quite 
often, old pictures or other items are 

thrown away or destroyed, thinking 

that no one would be interested in 

them.  We would greatly appreciate 
any pictures or historical items!   
 

Pictures, slides, and negatives can be 

given to any board member and we 
will return them to you.  Electronic 

pictures can be emailed to us at 

Info@NewBerlinAreaHistory.org.   
 

Please include a small write-up about 

the picture:  Who is in it, where it was 

taken, when it was taken, etc.  We 
will use the pictures to help tell the 

history of the area! 
 

This is how we can share pictures 

and stories with everyone.  The 

more pictures we have in our 

collection, the more we can share! 
 

If you would like a copy of a picture 
from the NBAHS collection, let us 

know.  Most pictures on the web site 

have a code to help identify the 
picture.  Or, give us a description.  

We would appreciate a donation of a 

dollar or two per picture to help offset 

the printing costs.  Hey, if you donate 
the picture, weôll give you a copy!  

Any questions please contact us at 

Info@NewBerlinAreaHistory.org or 
call 488-4006. 

 

Previous editions of the Timelines 
newsletters are available on the 

NBAHS web site: 
NewBerlinAreaHistory.org! 

 

 
Betty Taylor Wood 

 
The NBAHS was recently contacted by 

Christine Bonn, a producer who is working 
on a documentary about World War II 

veterans.  Her current project is an 
interview with Vi Cowden, who was a WASP 

during WW II and flew with Betty Taylor 
Wood, a New Berlin native.  Vi was a bride's 

maid when Betty married Harold Wood, 
one of the instructors from the Avenger 

Field school in Sweetwater, Texas. 
 

Betty Taylor Wood was killed on September 
23, 1943 while attempting to land an A-24 

attack bomber at Camp Davis Army Air 
Field, North Carolina.  Betty is a relative of 

Agnes Ridder and Diane Simpson. 
 

Christine asked if the Society had any 
pictures of Betty that they could use in their 

film.  The picture shown above is the only 
one we have.  Since it was scanned from 

the 1965 History Book, the picture will not 
appear clearly when they enlarge it for the 

film. 
 

If anyone has the original photo, please let 
us know!  That photo can help preserve the 

legacy of the WASPs and tell of their 
hardships endured during wartime. 

Nicknames  
Small towns are known for their use of 
nicknames to identify folks.  As you may 
very well know, if you ask for some 
people by using their real name, folks 
may not know who you are talking 
about!   
 

For instance, the Frank brothers each 
had a nickname:  Ralph - Curly, Joseph - 
Slim, Howard - Shorty, Robert - Daisy 
and so on.  Some of the funniest ones 
are Boob, Punk, Flop, Goatie, and 
Lollipop.  Do you know who these 
people might be? 
 

Send us a list of those you know (or 
knew) and their nicknames.  If you know 
who gave them their nickname or how 
they ‘earned’ the name, include that as 
well!  Please contact Minnie Price at 
minnie@wbsb.com. 

Membership Dues  
 

The money collected  from 

membership dues helps the 

Society to collect, preserve, and 

inform the citizens of the 

western Sangamon County area 

of the historical events and 

achievements of the people who 

have lived and worked here.  

Yearly membership is $10 for 

an individual an d $15 for a 

family living at the same 

address.  Of course, donations 

are accepted as well.  

 

For those whose memberships 

are expiring, a renewal form 

has been included with this 

newsletter.   

 

We also welcome new members!  

Membership forms are available 

on the NBAHS web site or by 

contacting any of the Societyõs 

officers.  

 

Thank you for your continued 

support in helping to keep 

history alive!  

mailto:Info@NewBerlinAreaHistory.org
mailto:Info@NewBerlinAreaHistory.org
http://newberlinareahistory.org/
mailto:minnie@wbsb.com
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Online newspapers   Several newspapers have made old copies available on the Internet.  It is amazing the stories one 
can find about the New Berlin area even in distant papers from Decatur, Edwardsville, and Quincy.  Unfortunately, the 
Springfield and Jacksonville papers are not yet available.  There are several free and subscription sites.  The sites 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_online_newspaper_archives#Illinois and xooxleanswers.com/newspaperarchives4.aspx list 
several Illinois newspapers. 
 

L ibraries   Other sources of information include the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library 
(www.alplm.org/library/library.html), the Sangamon Valley Collection at Springfield’s Lincoln Library 
(www.lincolnlibrary.info/research/sangamonValley.html), and the University of Illinois at Springfield 
(www.uis.edu/archives/irad.html). 

 

 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Pictures and Movie footage added to Presentation DVDs 
 

Pictures donated to the Society (and even Theo’s Home Movies) have been incorporated into the DVDs 
to help tell the stories of life in the Western Sangamon County area.   

 

At the first presentation, Bob Hitt tells stories of his ancestors and other folks who lived in and around 
‘Grove Park’ and how Island Grove got its name. 
 

On the second DVD, Alice Moss, describes life of students attending country schools and the history of 
schools in the Berlin, Curran, Loami, and New Berlin areas, including the requirements one-room country 
schools had to meet in order to be labeled as a ‘Standard School’.  Pictures of several of the country 
schools and students are incorporated into the video. 
 

In the third presentation, Nancy Cogburn interviews Theo Knust (a.k.a. Mr. New Berlin) on his life in New 
Berlin.  Theo operated the New Berlin Restaurant for 17 years and was involved in other business 
ventures.  He still enjoys watching the Chicago Cubs and going to the Kentucky Derby.  Theo’s home 
movies and other pictures help tell of his life in New Berlin. 
 

Each DVD is $15.  Please send your order to the New Berlin Area Historical Society, 399 Berlin Road, New 
Berlin, IL  62670.  Thank you! 

PPP iii ccc ttt uuu rrr eeesss   ooofff    ttt hhh eee   MMM ooonnn ttt hhh    

 
Bates Presbyterian Church 

(unknown) Picture of t he Bates 

Presbyterian Church which stood 

on US 36-54 in Bates.  The 

picture is a scanned image from 

the 1965 New Berlin History 

Book.  The church was destroyed 

by fire caused by a lightning 

strike on Monday, April 20, 1964.  

The congregation merged with 

th e First Baptist Church of New 

Berlin and formed the United 
Baptist Church in New Berlin.  

 
Loami Gathering 

(May 30, 1916) A group poses for this photo somewhere in 

Loami.  The reason for the gathering and the people shown 
are not known.  

BPC001 

 
Barbers 

(1950s) Clarence 'Red' 

McDevitt (left) and Bill 

Bachman (right) are pictured 

here in their New Berlin 

Barber Shop.  The ice cream 

stool, the furniture, and 

equipment are currently 
owned by local people. 

LM0013 
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Jess & Margaret Carter 
(Carter’s Drug Store) 

 

(unknown)  Jess and 

Margaret Carter.  They ran 

the Carter Drug Store , which 

was located where the Post 
Office is now . 
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http://www.alplm.org/library/library.html
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