
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

On Sunday, September 13th, “Maple Lawn Farm” a.k.a. 
“Kenmore Place”, the home originally built by George Graff 
Huffaker in 1882 was the scene for the first home tour hosted by 
the Bill Richie Family and the New Berlin Area Historical Society.  
The event was well attended by nearly 150 visitors.   
 
Mr. Huffaker built the home for his wife Clara and their 
daughters, Abbie and Birther.  Upon its completion, the family 
moved there from "Fancy Point", which was also known as "The 
Huffaker Mansion."  Later, three sons, Geroge Gerald and twins 
Wellington and James C., were born at Kenmore Place.  Over the 
127-year history of the home, three different families have 
owned the home:   the Huffakers, the Johnsons, and now the 
Richies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An old-fashioned outdoor lawn party, complete with 
refreshments and music by the group "Central Standard Time" 
rounded out the afternoon’s activities.  Several vintage quilts 
were displayed and were also used as table covers, adding a 
special Victorian flair to the day. 
 
The New Berlin Area Historical Society would like to thank the 
Richies, the band, and its members and the other volunteers 
who helped with the event.  A special thanks also to those who 
attended and made this such an enjoyable afternoon in the 
country.  All monetary donations to the Society were greatly 
appreciated. 
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November/December 
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On a very hot August 9 th  afternoon, Ron Krohse 
emceed a panel discussion during t he fourth 
presentation of New Berlin Area Historical 
Society , the History of Sports in the New Berlin 
Area.   The panel consisted of five sports gurus:  
Brian Bandy and Jon Barth, both coaches at 
New Berlin High School; Raymond Long and 
Gene Bergschneider, who have been involved 
in many roles in local sports, including the 
tough job of referee; and Bob Kaaz, chairman 
of the New Berlin High School Sports Hall of 
Fame.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The panel, along with the audience 
contributions, discussed the various sports 
played by people from the  early days of 
organized sports until today.  Stories were told 
of early beginnings of school sports in the 
1910s, the first football games played at the 
fairgrounds, the development of girls sports in 
the 1970s, as well as the Junior Football 
League for t he smaller kids.  
 
The Society would like to thank Mr. Krohse and 
the panelists for an enjoyable afternoon.  
 
Sports related pictures are wanted to add to 
the societyõs collection.  If you have any 
pictures that you would like to share, please let 
us know!  
 

Ron Krohse 

(L-R) Brian Bandy, Jon Barth, Raymond Long, Gene 
Bergschneider, and Bob Kaaz 

Annual Member Meeting is November 3rd ς See Page 2! 'Central Standard Time' entertained the visitors. 
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Land Patent Search – One site where you can find out who purchased tracts of land (a.k.a. Land Patents or 
Deeds) during the 1800s.  http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/PatentSearch/Default.asp 
 

Historical Maps – The University of Illinois has a collection of over 400 historical maps that are viewable 
online:  http://www.library.illinois.edu/contentdm/cdm4/browse.php?CISOROOT=%2Fmaps 

 

Sangamon County Genealogy Information – The Decatur Genealogical Society & Library has an excellent 
collection of genealogical and historical information from nearly every county in Illinois as well as from 
other states available at their library at 1255 W. South Side Drive, Decatur, IL, at the corner of South Side 
Drive and IL Route 48.  A listing of books published Sangamon County Genealogical Society is available at 
their website:  http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ildecgs/sangamonpublist.html 

  

 

 

     Thank You! 
The New Berlin Area Historical Society would like to thank 

the following for their recent contributions, loaning/donating 
items, and/or assistance: 

 

Everyone who purchased a DVD  - Your purchase will 

help with Society activities!  
 

Brian Bandy, Jon Barth, Gene Bergschneider, Ray 

Long, Bob  Kaaz, and  Ron Krohse, ð Hosting the Sports 

Presentation Program.  
 

Bill and Anna Richie Family  ð Hosting the home tour.  
 

Kathy Loving  ð Copies of past New Berlin Bee  

newspapers.  
 

Veterans Info  ð To all those who have sent us 

Veteransõ information! 
 

Robert Webb  ð Historic Baptist Church information.  
 

Wanda Courier, Alberta Devore, Don and Judy Marr , 

Irene Peters , Allicent Smith, and Stephanie Smith 

Burgeð Loaning pictures for inclusion to the Society 

Archives.  
 
 

 

 

 

Membership  
 

The money collected from membership dues helps the 

Society to collect, preserve, and inform the citizens of 

the western Sangamon County area of the historical 

events and achievements of t he people who have lived 

and worked here.  Yearly membership is $10 for an 

individual and $15 for a family living at the same 

address.  Of course, donations are accepted as well.  
 

For those whose memberships are expiring, a renewal 

form was included with t he previous newsletter.  
 

We also welcome new members!  Membership forms 

are available on the NBAHS web site or by contacting 

any of the Societyõs officers.  Please send your new or 

renewal memberships to:   
 

New Berlin Area Historical Society  

399 Berlin Road  

New Berlin, IL  62670  
 

Thank you for your continued support in 

helping to keep history alive!  

For more information on the New Berlin Area Historical 
Society, or if you have any questions about the history 
of the Western Sangamon County Area, please contact 

any of the officers of the Society: 
 

Jodi Marr, President 488-3117 
Minnie Price, Vice President 488-7660 
Al Smith, Board Chairman 488-4006 

 

Website: NewBerlinAreaHistory.org 
Email:       Info@NewBerlinAreaHistory.org 

                                                                                              The Annual Member Meeting will be held at 7PM, Tuesday, November 
3rd, at the United Baptist Church in New Berlin.  The members of the Board of Directors will be elected at this meeting and 
the various projects the Society is working on will be discussed.  The historical topic for the evening will be ‘Veterans’, as 
one of the prominent projects is working with other area organizations to construct a Veterans Memorial.   

Please bring any memorabilia related to the armed services.              See you there and bring a friend!!!  

NEXT MEMBER MEETING  

Bill Imhoff  ð Donated a 

20óx20ó wooden Veterans 

of Foreign Wars p laque .  

At the bottom, it states 

ôRiley Horton Berlin, Illinoisõ.  

If you have any 

information on this item or 

about Mr. Horton, please 

let us know!  

Did you  
Know??? 

 

In 1934, John W. Gerhardt was manager of the 
Maple Leaf Inn, formerly the Treasure Island Cafe, 

located where the KC Hall is today.  He offered 
couples contemplating matrimony a free bushel of 

pickles if they married on or before midnight on 
September 30, 1934.  Gerhardt was known as the 
‘Pickle Man’ and delivered ice in the area. 

http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/PatentSearch/Default.asp
http://www.library.illinois.edu/contentdm/cdm4/browse.php?CISOROOT=%2Fmaps
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ildecgs/sangamonpublist.html


NBAHS - Timelines  Page 3 September-December  2009 

 
 
 
 

I spent about 7 months in Texas near Abilene at Camp Barkeley.  
This was a pretty tough, or I might say, a grueling period.  I ate Thanksgiving 

dinner in England.  This was 1944, and it wasn't a very pleasant time as the Germans 
were sending the famous buzz bombs over at a pretty fast pace.  I happened to be in 

Liverpool one night when I thought all the buildings were coming down.  I worked on a mail detail 
while in Liverpool for about two weeks. 

 
We left Southampton sometime the first of January, 1945 on LST's (Landing Ship, Tank) for France.  We 
landed at Le Havre.  We spent a few days at Camp Twenty Grand and then loaded on the famous Forty-
and-Eight box cars like cattle for the front lines.  The fighting was then going on up in the northeast 
corner of France.  As we neared Metz, someone tried to wreck our train by throwing bombs or 
grenades at the engine and cars.  These probably were some of Hitler's followers left behind.  We saw 
several bodies of German supermen or soldiers lying along the right of way.   
 

Arrived in Sarrebourg, France and the Germans had just evacuated this city and were 
still hurling shells into it, which made a very nice reception for us.  We set up shop in an 
old brick building the Germans had been using for barracks.  Half of the buildings were 
blown away.  We stayed here for a couple of weeks or so, and then moved farther up 
front, which we did by night.  And this was very dangerous, as many of the roads were 
mined.  Many trucks being completely torn up, killing and injuring many soldiers.   
 
We arrived in or near Göllheim, Germany where the Germans had a very modern 
underground machine shop and they were fighting stubbornly to hold this town.  The 
Neckar river was along this town, a good super highway and a railroad, so made it a 
very strategic point.  We were machine gunned eight or nine nights during our stay 
here.  From here we went to a point near Munich then near Stuttgart.  Also was at 
Nuremberg. 
 
At the War's end, I was in the Bavarian 
Mountains, spending some time in Austria.  I 
started feeling ill about the last week in June 
of 1945, and went on sick call on July 1st.  At 

this time, the doctor put me in the hospital 112th Evac (my unit) where I stayed 
until July 4th.  Getting no better, they sent me by ambulance to the 350th station 
hospital at Regensburg, Germany.  I was kept there till the 14th of August, 
undergoing all kinds of tests and getting no better.  They told me my condition was 
caused from severe nervous strain and diagnosed it as cardiovascular disease.  I was 
taken by C-47 to Paris, France to a General Hospital where I stayed till August 31st.  
At this time, I was put on a C-54 and flew to New York, refueling at Azores Islands 
and landing at Mitchel Field on September 1st at about 12 midnight.  Left here next 
day by C-47 for Moline, Ill where I was taken to the Mayo General Hospital for 
further treatment.  I stayed here for about three months and was discharged on 
November 21st, 1945.   

  
Donõt let their stories fade!  The Society is working 

on a book about local area veterans.  Please send us 
your veteranõs stories and pictures.  For more 
information on the Veterans  Projects, contact Evelyn 
Nagel P. O. Box 165, New Berlin, IL  62670-0165.  
Thanks! 

EEEaaarrrlll   TTT...   RRRoooeeesssccchhh   

111111222ttthhh   EEEvvvaaaccc   HHHooossspppiiitttaaalll   
 

Earl Roesch at Camp Barkeley (1944) 

Thanks to Darlene Witt  for 
sharing her fatherõs stories 

and pictures!  
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sarrebourg
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Recent Contributions to the Society Archives 

 
Josephine Frank 

(1977) Typical of her sense of 

humor, Josephine Frank is 

shown here with her fishing pole 

at a site of a water main break 

that occurred during the digging 

of the street for the New Berlin 

Sanitary Sewer System.   

 

NB00143 
 

Outstanding Beard Entrants 
(August 1965) These four men are 

apparently entrant s in the 'Outstanding 

Beard' contest at the New Berlin 

Centennial celebration.  (L -R) Don Marr, 

Walt McMillan, Charlie Coker, and 
Bernard Stenemeyer.  

NCP044 

 
IǳŦŦŀƪŜǊ aŀƴǎƛƻƴ ΨCŀƴŎȅ tƻƛƴǘΩ 

(unknown) Photograph of the Huffaker Mansion 

'Fancy Point'.  The home was built in 1865.   In 

1865, Wellington B. and Lucinda Huffaker  and 

their chi ldren moved into "Fancy Point",  four 

miles south o f New Berlin.  Two children, Frank 
M. and Louise, were born at the home .  

West Gibson Street Postcard 

 
(1909) This is a p icture of the western part of the 100 block 

of East Gibson Street, New Berlin, looking west toward  the 

corner of Main and Gibson.  The North Park is just to the 

left of the photo.  The house shown on the right is known as 

the ôTaylor Houseõ and the 'R inaldo House'.  This picture was 

taken from a postcard which was published by J. L. Schuler.  

The postm ark is dated August 20, 1909 at the New Berlin 

Post Office.  

 

NSI001 

MX0007 

Have some pictures that you can share?  Please let us know! 

Pictures and Movie footage added to Presentation DVDs 
 

tƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ όŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ¢ƘŜƻΩǎ IƻƳŜ aƻǾƛŜǎύ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5±5ǎ 
to help tell the stories of life in the Western Sangamon County area.   

 

We are working on the Sports DVD now.  Please send us your sports photos!! 
 

At the first presentation, Bob Hitt tells stories of his ancestors and other folks who lived in and around 
‘Grove Park’ and how Island Grove got its name. 
 

On the second DVD, Alice Moss describes life of students attending country schools and the history of 
schools in the Berlin, Curran, Loami, and New Berlin areas, including the requirements one-room country 
schools had to meet in order to be labeled as a ‘Standard School’.  Pictures of several of the country 
schools and students are incorporated into the video. 
 

In the third presentation, Nancy Cogburn interviews Theo Knust (a.k.a. Mr. New Berlin) on his life in New 
Berlin.  Theo operated the New Berlin Restaurant for 17 years and was involved in other business 
ventures.  He still enjoys watching the Chicago Cubs and going to the Kentucky Derby.  Theo’s home 
movies and other pictures help tell of his life in New Berlin. 
 

Each DVD is $15.  Please send your order to the New Berlin Area Historical Society, 399 Berlin Road, New 
Berlin, IL  62670.  Thank you! 


