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Alice Moss Enlightens  Attendees  

on Early Education  
 

The second presentation of the New Berlin Area Historical Society was very well attended.  Nearly eighty people came to 

share stories of the time they spent in school or to learn about the time before large, air conditioned schools were in use.   
 

The keynote speaker  for the evening was Alice Moss .  She described the earliest schools in the area 

were housed in log cabins.  One was located somewhere northwest of Berlin and one was located 

east of Loami.  The first high school in New Berlin was held in ôTaylor Hallõ, which was on the 

second floor in a downtown building.  Loami had a three -year high school in the 1930s, but classes 

were moved to New Berlin around 1941.   
 

As part of her presentation, she read a very interesting letter written by Alan Tinsley  as part of a 

college writing assignment which described his earliest memories of attending the College Corner 

School.  Alice also discussed the term ôStandard Schoolõ, which was used to denote that specific 

standards were met for the educat ion of the students at the school.  Such schools had to have 

concrete sidewalks, adequate heating, large windows, and a certified teacher.  This information was 

extremely helpful in sorting many school pictures that people loaned the Society, since many pi ctures had the placard 

ôStandard Schoolõ above the door! 
 

The next membership meeting will be on at 7PM, Tuesday, November 18 th  at the Berlin Christian Church.  Please bring 

any and all items that you would like to discuss and share with others!  
  

November/December 
2008 

 

 
 

Okay, letõs admit it.  We donõt know as much as weõd like to know about New Berlin 

area history.  But how do we find out?  Where do we start?  Well, with Google, of 

course.  Type in your search term and youõll get lots of material, some of which may 

be useful.  Or not.  Maybe you will have to try a new search term. 
 

Chances are that you wonõt get much by looking directly for New Berlin area history.  

You may have to go at it sideways.  For example, you might look up the history of 

Sangamon County, which has a lot in it about the history of the New Berlin area.  The 

Sangamon Valley Collection and the Vital Records division of the Department of Public 

Health are good resources. 
 

And there are a lot of people who will help you.  Start at the West Sangamon library.  

See Janine Benanti and Ruth Roberts.  They will help you find the books that may 

answer your questions, and to order the books for you.  Then there is the Sangamon 

County Historical Society; and the Illinois State Historical Society, both in Springfield.  

Also, the Lincoln Library and the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.  All of these 

are staffed by people who are intensely interested in Illinois history and are more 

than willing to guide you to the sources that may reveal the answers you are looking 

for.  All you have to do is ask them for their help.  They wonõt necessarily be able to 

answer your questions, but like Janine and Ruth they will point you in the right 

direction.  There is a lot of history in the court and land records of Sangamon County, 

in the courthouse.  New Berlin Township has some old records, in pretty poor 

condition unfortunately. 
 

The New Berlin Area Historical Society is in the process of compiling a list of local 

resources for historical research, including the names of local people who have 

expertise in regard to specific subjectsñsuch as Mrs. Alice Moss on education in the 

area.  So soon you will be able to tap into that. 
 

There is no guarantee that you will find the answers you are looking for.  But you will 

have a lot of fun while searching! 

HHHooowww    ddd ooo   www eee   DDDiii ssscccooovvv eeerrr    HHHiii sssttt ooorrr yyy ???   THANKS!  
The New Berlin Area Historical Society would 

like to thank the following for their assistance:  

Alice Moss  for her presentation , the United 

Baptist Church  for letting us use their 

sanctuary, the Warren- Boynton State Bank  for 

providing the refreshments, and to all those 

who attended !   
 

Also, thank you to all of those who have 

contributed or loaned items and photographs 

to the Society so others may also enjoy them :  

Bruce Bergschneider, Jeannine Bodine, Pastor 

Warren Brosi , Edith and Galen Clary, Don 

Fisher, Francis and Thelma Fromme, Keith and 

Virginia King Family, Loami 4th of July 

Committee, Luella Marr, Milburn and Olga 

Marr, Elizabeth McDevitt, Alice Moss, Don and 

Nadine Nichols, Erin Park, Janet Peecher, Jim 

Peters, Tom and Irene Peters, Minnie Hermes 

Price, Carl Ringer, Sangamon Valley 

Collection, Leslie Sebring, Richard and Nellie 

ϓϴϡϬϥϹΫΞϓϴέΞόϡϲϹᶯϳΞςϡϴϨϯϬϩϣΞςϨϵϲϣϨΫΞρϥϴϴϹΞωϵϮϥΞ

Winkler, John and Sara Wilcox, Dallas and 

Darlene Witt, Harold and Naomi Workman . 
 

THANK YOU!!! 

Alice Moss 
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When a new baby is born everyone is thrilled; they are excited; they admire 
the baby; they give it presents; they pay a lot of attention to it and to its 
parents.  There is a lot of good feeling about the arrival of a new baby. 
 
"ÕÔ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÏÖÅÌÔÙ ÈÁÓ ×ÏÒÎ ÏÆÆȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÂÙ ÈÁÓ ÃÏÌÉÃȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÓÍÉÌÉÎÇ 
back much, and is a bit messy, and there are other things to think about and 
ÄÏȟ ×ÈÁÔ ÂÅÃÏÍÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÂÙȩ  /Æ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÌÅÔ ÉÔ ÄÉÅȟ ÅØÁÃÔÌÙȟ ÂÕÔ ÉÔ 
gets a lot less attention than it once did. 
 
The arrival of a new baby is a lot like the arrival of a new restaurant in 
town.  Have you ever noticed the crowds right after a new restaurant 
opens?  Ah, but when the novelty has worn off what happens to the 
ÒÅÓÔÁÕÒÁÎÔȩ  )ȭÌÌ ÂÅÔ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏÔÉÃÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÍ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÓÔÁÙ ÏÐÅÎ 
long. 
 
A new Historical Society is much like a new baby or a new restaurant.  
Everyone agrees that we need and want one; and it is exciting to have one.  
But what happens after the novelty wears off? 
 
In many small towns like ours the sad experience is that after a few years 
interest, membership and participation drop way off.  A few stalwart souls 
manage to keep it aliveɂbarely.  But it might as well be dead for practical 
purposes.  That has happened in some towns near New Berlin. 
  
It could happen to us too, and it will, but only if we let it. 
 
Being aware of this usual progression is the first step in keeping it from 
happening. We have to be aware that it takes work and effort to keep the 
baby alive.  The next step is doing everything possible to prevent its demise. 
 
One important way to prevent decay is to spread leadership around and not 
to have the same few people always running the showɂin effect having 
Ȱ*ÏÈÎ *ÏÎÅÓȱ "% ÔÈÅ (ÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȢ  0ÅÏÐÌÅ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÃÌÉÑÕÅÓ 
running things; but even so if there is a clique they will let the clique run it 
and their own participation will drop off.  
 
I might be good at running the show for a while but there are others who 
can do it better than I can, and they should.  They must. 
 
Members will want to keep the Society alive and well only so long as it is 
interesting and fun and they themselves are actively involved.  Do you 
agree?  To pursue the restaurant idea, we have to have a good menu, good 
food, a good atmosphere, and good and timely service.  And customers who 
come to order! 
 
Well, this is your 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÉÔ ÄÉÅ ÏÒ ÇÏ ÂÅÌÌÙ-up 
after the first year or couple of years it is up to you and me to do what is 
necessary to keep it interesting and fun and participatory. 
 
4ÈÅ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÏÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒÓ ÏÎ how best to do 
that.  You have as much right as anyone to make your voice heard, and I 
hope that you and all of our members will do everything you can to keep 
THIS baby alive and kicking for a long, long time to come! 

LEADERSHIP 
Leadership consists of figuring out what should be 
done; figuring out how to do it; figuring out who 
should do it; and then getting that person or group 
to do it. 
 
None of this is easy.  And some people are better 
at it than others. 
 
To be good at it you have to want to do it.  You 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǇŀƛŘΦ 
 
Leadership necessarily takes place within an 
organization, and there are leaders at various 
levels.  The leaders organize the organization.  If 
they do a good job of it there is a good chance for 
it to succeed, with luck. 
 

Our Society needs leaders.  Its board of directors 
exists only to give general guidance to the officers, 
but it is the officers who run the show.  The 
officers are appointed by the Board.  The Society 
members elect the Board. 
 

The Society needs a President; a Vice-President; a 
Secretary; and a Treasurer. 
 

If you are a leader; if you have skill and interest in 
ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ǿƘȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ƭŜǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƻƴ 
the board know about it so that you can run the 
show?  Or if you know of a person or persons who 
should be running the show why not let someone 
on the board know who it is? 
 
LŦ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƎƻƻŘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ Ƙƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ 
survive and prosper?  Your Society NEEDS YOU! 
 

The current board members are Taylor Pensoneau; 
Diane Simpson; Allicent Smith; Minnie Price; Bill 
Pfeffer; Jim G. Davenport; Jim C. Davenport; and Al 
Smith. 
 

The November 18th Membership Meeting is a 
very important meeting and we need your 
help!  The Board of Directors of the New 

Berlin Area Historical Society for the next year 
will be elected and nominations for the Offices 

of President, Vice-President, Treasurer, and 
Secretary will be accepted.  Project 

Groups/Committees need to be formed, 
including the 2015 Book Project Committee.  
Please consider serving in a position or on a 

project group/committee.   
Only with a lot of help can we be a success! 

We Need Your Help!!!  
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The following article is written in the interest of 

preserving the history of residential and business life in 

the community of New Berlin, Illinois.  

 

Information for this article has been taken from the 

Abstract of Deed, conversations with neighbors and 

relatives, The New Berlin Centennial book written in 

1965 and personal knowledge.  

 

The property being written about is located on òpt. of Out 

Lots 2 & 3 of Leeõs 3rd  addn. to the Town of New Berlinó.  

Exact location is the S.E. corner of Henry and Birch Sts . 

 

I believe this house to be one of the oldest homes in New 

Berlin.  I cannot tell by the abstract when the house was 

originally built.  As you will see, several people have lived 

in it which were business leaders of the community.  

 

Plat of said addition was filed on Sept. 28, 1858.  

 

The property was first purchased by Thomas D. Smith on 

Dec. 20, 1858.  I have no information on Thomas D. 

Smith.  His wifeõs name was Julia. 

 

On Sept. 18, 1869 the property was purchased by William 

Monroe Warren and his wife, Priscilla A.  According to 

information in the Centennial book of New Berlin written 

in 1965, William Monroe Warren opened a private bank 

in the Village of New Berlin in 1877.  He was not only a 

banker, but was also a lawyer, surveyor,  and extensive 

land ow ner in Sangamon County.  On Sept. 29, 1897 the 

bank was chartered under the name of Warren -Boynton 

State Bank.  William Monroe Warren died Jan. 21, 1913, 

leaving as his only heirs his daughters, Margaret Warren 

Smith and Agnes F. Warren.  

 

The property was sold by the daughters to Cabel Birchell 

Warren and his wife Ella B.  Upon the death of William 

Monroe Warren, Cabel Birchell Warren became President 

of the Warren -Boynton State Bank.  According to an 

article in the New Berlin Centennial History Book writte n 

in 1965, Cabel Birchell Warren had the first automobile 

in New Berlin.  He and his son, Charles Boynton Warren, 

started selling automobiles in 1908 .  In 1917 Cabel 

Birchell and his son built what at that time was one of the 

largest automobile sales and s ervice buildings in 

Sangamon County, with large showrooms and shop.  

Charles Boynton Warren continued the business till 1942.  

The building was demolished as a result of a cyclone in 

1961.  Cabel Birchell Warren died Feb. 25, 1926 leaving 

as his heirs his wife Ella, a son Charles Boynton Warren 

and a daughter Cordelia Warren Smith.  Charles Boynton 

Warren was also known as C.B. Warren.  According to 

information from my sister -in -law, Francine Huffaker 

Lewis, C. B. Warren married Josephine Snape who was a 

sister to Francineõs mother, Ella Roberta Snape Huffaker.  

When C.B. and Josephine married they built the house 

that is next door east of this residence.  

 

In 1930 , the property was purchased from the heirs of 

Cabel Birchell Warren by Howard E. and Lucille G . Perry.  

Mr. Perry owned Perryõs Hardware Store which was 

located on the main street in downtown New Berlin.  It 

was also a place where the men of the town liked to swap 

stories.  According to neighbors the Perryõs rented rooms 

to local school teachers.  

 

In 1947 , the property was purchased from Mr. & Mrs. 

Perry by John Louis Radiker and wife Eliza Frances.  The 

Radikers owned and operated Radikers Grocery Store 

located on the main street in downtown New Berlin.  The 

grocery store was destroyed by fire on N ovember 17, 1956. 

 

In 1957 , the property was purchased from the Radikers by 

Francis J. and Martha R. McGuire.  

 

In 1960 , the property was purchased from the McGuires 

by Floyd, Rena, and Irene Lewis.  Floyd was a farmer who 

had lived on the S.E. edge of Island Grove Township and 

retired to the town of New Berlin.  Floyd and Rena have 

passed away and Irene still lives on the property.  In the 

early 1970õs Irene rented rooms to local school teachers. 

 

In 1975 , Irene married the local plumber who operates 

the Tom Peters plumbing business.  

 

The property has one of the few original òhitching postsó 

in New Berlin.  There is a funny story concerning the 

hitching post.  There was an elderly ne ighbor who lived 

across the street with his nephew.  It was said that when 

this neighbor was driving on the street you best give him 

plenty of room.  The day came when he had to renew his 

driverõs license.  He decided to practice his parking skills 

in fron t of our dwelling.  Somehow he jumped the curb 

and backed over the hitching post knocking it out of the 

ground, concrete anchor and all.  It was put back in the 

ground, repainted and is still there today.  The last known 

person to tie their horse to the hi tching post was Beverly 

Ritter, daughter of John and Agnes Taylor Ri dder, who 

lived in the country north of New Berlin.  She would ride 

her horse into town and would sometimes stop to visit.  

This would have been some time in the 1960õs. 
(Continued on next page) 

History of our Home 
By Irene Lewis Peters 

2007 
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I do not know the age of the house.  When we moved here 

in 1960 it was said to be over 100 years old.  It has two 

fire places and beams in the ceilings of the living and 

dining  rooms.  The dining  room is surrounded in wood 

paneling with a shelf above it.   In remodeling we have 

discovered that there was an addition made to the east 

side of the house.  I believe this addition was done either 

before or during the time Cabel 

Birchell Warren lived here.  

His daughter Cordelia Warren 

Smith toured the hous e a few 

years ago.  She told of the 

upstairs back bedroom 

belonging to the maid who also 

had her own back stairway 

down to the kitchen.  She also 

laughingly told the story of how 

her brother used the back 

stairs to get to his bedroom 

when he came in late a t night.  

The maidõs room and back 

stairs were in that part  of the 

house which had been added 

on.  When remodeling in 1982 

we removed the back stairs in 

order to make a larger kitchen.  

 

At a New Berlin Womanõs Club 

Spring Luncheon , the history of 

the club was given by Genelle 

McCullough who stated that 

many years ago the Club met 

in this home.   

 

According to a neighbor , a Dr. 

L. W. Fulton had his Family Practice in the dwelling.   It 

does not appear from the Abstract of Deed that he ever 

owned the property.   He came to New Berlin after 1867.  

Theo Knust remembers having his small pox vaccination 

given to him while Dr. Fulton lived at the property.  He 

believes that he was around ten years or so of age when 

he received his shot.  That would put the date when Dr. 

Fulton lived here as sometime in the 1920õs.  According to 

the Abstract of Deed Cabel and Ella Warren or their heirs 

would have owned the property at that time.  Theo Knust 

said Dr. Fultonõs office was in the small room on the south 

side of the downsta irs.  The waiting room was in the hall 

way.  Ruth Knust also remembers going to Dr. Fulton 

while he was located at the home.  There is further 

evidence that Dr. Fulton once lived in the dwelling.  It is 

often said about an old house òif only the walls could 

talkó.  Well, in a way they did talk.  In our remodeling the 

downstairs bathroom a letter was found inside the wall.  

It was dated Feb. 19, 1925 and was addressed to Nadina 

Boardmann in Springfield, IL.  It 

was signed by Bill, which would 

have been the son of Dr. Fulton.  

He told of going to play basketball 

games at various schools around 

the country, and how sorry that he 

didnõt get to go to Springfield to 

play so that he might get to see 

her which he said would have 

been a real treat.  How this letter 

got inside the wall will forever 

remain a mystery.  Scraps of 

another letter were found which 

was dated Jan. 13, 1926.  It was 

torn into several pieces, most of 

which were missing, and the letter 

was not readable.  It also was 

addressed to Nadina.  Nadina 

Boardman happens to be a cousin 

to my sister -in -law, Francine 

Huffaker Lewis.  Francine said 

that Nadina is still living and in 

her nineties.  She did marry, but 

not to Bill Fulton, and her 

husband has passed away.  I have 

no information as to what 

happened to Bill Fulton.  

 

I have enjoyed living here since 1960.  It may be old but it 

has a great deal of charm.  If only the house could talk I 

am sure it would have a great many stories to tell in 

addition to Billõs letter to Nadina.  A copy of Billõs letter is 

attached to this article.  I hope he doesnõt mind that I 

have taken the liberty to let it be seen.  

 
 
 
 

  

Mark your calendar for the next 
 Historical Society aŜŜǘƛƴƎΧΦ 

 
7PM, Tuesday, November 18

th
  

at the  
Berlin Christian Church! 

 
Please bring your any items and photographs 

 to share with others! 

 
We would like to thank Irene for contributing her article for 

this newsletter.  If you have any questions or suggestions 
for topics or articles, or if you want to submit an article for 
the newsletter or have an item that you want to share with 

other members, please let us know!  
 

Email us at Info@NewBerlinAreaHistory.org 
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Furthest  Travel led  Award  

We are pleased to present this Furthest Travelled Award 
to Pam Simpson, who drove over 300 miles to attend the 
NBAHS presentation on September 20thΦ  IŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ 
dedication to New Berlin area history is well known.  Her 
mother Ruby was instrumental in compiling the 1965 
New Berlin History Book.  Thanks Pam! 

PPrr ooggrr aa mm ss,,   PPrr ooggrr aa mm ss,,   

PPrr ooggrr aa mm ss  
 

You like good programs, donõt you? 
Who doesnõt? 

 

In order to be sure that we have and keep having good 
programs that are interesting to our members we 
need a  Program Chairman for a one -year term and 

four or five committee members.  
 

Volunteers report to any Board member.  
Donõt wait! 

 

Do NOT be bashful!  

 
Remember, the Good Book says, 

ά5ƻ ƴƻǘ ƘƛŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ ōǳǎƘŜƭΦέ 

YYoouu  DDiiddnnôôtt   KKnnooww  TThhaatt   YYoouu  WWeerree  AA  

HHiissttoorriiaannèèDDiidd  YYoouu??????  
 

Over the past twenty years or so GENEALOGY has become a very popular 
hobby.  With the growing use of the internet more people than ever are 
ÄÏÉÎÇ ÇÅÎÅÁÌÏÇÙ*  CÔ ÉÓ ÌÉËÅ ÄÏÉÎÇ Á ÐÕÚÚÌÅ*  CÔ{Ó ÆÕÎ ÁÎÄ ÉÔ{Ó ÒÅ×ÁÒÄÉÎÇ* 
 

Now if you were to ask some of the people who are avid genealogists to 
get involved in histori cal research they might say.  |<ÕÔ C ÄÏÎ{Ô ËÎÏ× 
ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ*  C ÄÏÎ{Ô ËÎÏ× ÈÏ× ÔÏ ÄÏ ÉÔąąz 
 

How wrong can you be?  A person who is doing genealogical research is 
doing history and lots of it.  There is no real difference, except in focus.  
 

All h istory is people.  We might be interested in some building, but what 
we really want to know is |Who built it? z  |Qho used it? z{ and |What for? z 
 

In genealogy , ×Å ÆÉÒÓÔ ÌÏÃÁÔÅ Á ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÁÓË |QÈÁÔ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇÓ ÄÉÄ ÓÈÅ 
ÂÕÉÌÄ9z  |QÈÏ ÕÓÅÄ ÔÈÅÍ9z  |QÈÁÔ ÆÏÒ9z 
 

Anyone who can do genealogy can do history.  Many of the people who 
have joined the Society tell us that their main interest has been genealogy 
and their interest in this area is because an ancestor once lived here.  
 

Our Society is lucky to have so many ex pert genealogists involved in it.  
Together we will learn a lot!  

WWhh ee rr ee   YYoouu   GGoonn nn aa   
HHaa nn gg   YY oouu rr   HHaa tt ??  

 
¢ƘŜ ƻƭŘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƎƻŜǎΣ άIƻƳŜ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ 
ƘŀƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀǘΦέ 
 

I asked a friend who has successfully run a 
couple of historical societies what she 
considers the absolutely essential element 
in making a historical society successful, and 
ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άIŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ 
ƘƻƳŜΗέ 
 

That makes sense to me.  Members of any 
group like to have a place to hang their hats 
so to speak.  Somehow a building gives 
Members a feeling of ownership and of 
permanence.  If you have a home, you have 
roots.  If you have a home, you are going to 
be around for a while.  And who needs local 
roots more than a historical society? 
 

A historical society building is a place where 
Society records and historical records are 
kept.  It is a familiar place to have meetings 
and a cup of coffee.  For a historical society 
it is a place to store and display artifacts and 
photographs.  It is a place to point to with 
pride, and to take care of.  It becomes part 
of history. 
 

It can be a place where research materials 
are kept, and a computer and a printer and 
a copy machine, and a scanner.  Members 
and guests can come there and do historical 
and genealogical research.   
 

I believe that the New Berlin Area Historical 
Society needs a home, and the sooner the 
better.  I am going to be keeping my eyes 
and ears open for any building that might 
suit us and that we can obtain by lawful 
ƳŜŀƴǎΦ  ¸ƻǳ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΣ ǿƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳΚ 
 

I agree with my friend.  I think that getting a 
home is essential to the survival of our 
Society.  What do you think?  Please let any 
of the Board members know your ideas on 
this subject. 
 

Needless to say anyone who wants to 
donate a suitable building for our use, to 
revert to the grantor if the use is ever 
changed away from that of the home of the 
Historical Society, will be welcomed with 
ƻǇŜƴ ŀǊƳǎΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŀǳƎƘΦ  Lǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
ǘƛƳŜΦ  wƛƎƘǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻƻΗ  !ƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ 
ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭΣ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ 
 

FFFTTTAAA   
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Bruce Bergschneider, Jeannine Bodine, Pastor Warren Brosi, Edith and Galen Clary, Don Fisher, Francis and Thelma Fromme, 
Keith and Virginia King Family, Loami 4th of July Committee, Luella Marr, Milburn and Olga Marr, Elizabeth McDevitt, Alice 
Moss, Don and Nadine Nichols, Erin Park, Janet Peecher, Jim Peters, Minnie Hermes Price, Carl Ringer, Sangamon Valley 
Collection, Leslie Sebring, Richard and Nellie Staley, {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ, Warren-Boynton State Bank, Betty June 
Winkler, John and Sara Wilcox, Dallas and Darlene Witt, Harold and Naomi Workman 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Iƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǎŀȅ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜΣ ά²Ŝ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ get (or should have gotten) grandpa to tell us about his 
ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ǎƘŀǊǇ ŀƴŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜ ǇŀǎǎŜǎ ƻƴΦέΚ  And how many times have you known that the person who said 
it failed completely to do what he said should be done? 
 

That is where oral history comes in.  It is a way of getting history from the people who have lived it.  It is a way to preserve their stories.  
Most elderly people are very happy to coƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƻǊŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǉŀǎǎ ŀǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ 
the past pass away with them.  hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƨǳǎǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΦ  L ƪƴƻǿ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘΦ 
 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀƴ άƻǊŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴέ comes into the picture.  And you and I could easily be oral historians.  All it takes are a few basic tools, a 
little advance training, some preparation, and a bit of time.  First you have to have a subjectτsomeone you want to interview and who 
wants to be interviewed. 
 

¸ƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ǘŀǇŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ ƻǊ ŀ ǾƛŘŜƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜǊΦ  ¸ƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΣ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀǎǘŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩs time.  You 
have to mentally prepare and have some notes before you interview your subject.  You make an appointment, and you go and begin the 
interview.  You may come back for several sessions. 
 

Last week Minnie Price and Al Smith had the good luck to chat with Nancy and Cliff Cogburn, both of whom were long-time residents of 
New Berlin and now live in Waverly. 
 

Nancy is an expert on oral history.  She got her doctorate in History from SIU in the subject of oral history. She has done lots of it and has 
trained many people in how to do it. 
 

She is going to help members of our Society learn how to do it.  We are going to work out a schedule and Nancy will hold brief training 
sessions for as many people as are interested.  We already have some oral history work goingτMinnie Price and Jim Davenport have 
conducted interviewsΦ  ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ƳƻǊŜΦ  hǳǊ ƻƭŘǎǘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ any younger. 

 
 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƻǊŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƛƴƎΦ  Dƻ ǘƻ DƻƻƎƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘȅǇŜ ƛƴ άƻǊŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅέΦ  
¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ǎƻƳŜΦ 
 

Thanks to Nancy Cogburn we will soon be on our way with oral histories galore.  AreƴΩǘ ǿŜ ƭǳŎƪȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳŎƘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
New Berlin area? 

PPP iii ccc ttt uuu rrr eeesss   ooofff    ttt hhh eee   MMM ooonnn ttt hhh    

 
New Berlin Train Depot 

(1960s) A picture of the Train Depot 

which stood on the southwest corner of 

Wabash Park in Downtown New B erlin.   

The original train depot stood on the 

south side of the tracks.  

Jane Knepler interviewed several local people about the Bates Experimental Road and their life during that period of 
time.  To read the transcripts of these interviews, go to http://www.idaillinois.org and select ΨAdvanced SearchΩ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴǳΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ Ψ¢ƘŜ 9ȄŀŎǘ tƘǊŀǎŜΩΣ ŜƴǘŜǊ Ψ.ŀǘŜǎ 9ȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ wƻŀŘΩ όǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 
the quotes).  On the results page displayed, cƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ t5C ƛŎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǘŜƳΩ ƭƛƴƪΦ 

OOOnnn--- LLLiii nnneee   

III NNNFFFOOO   

 
Last Post Office in Berlin 

(unknown) This was the building that 

housed the last Post Office in Berlin.  It 

was located in the block northeast of 

the Berlin Park.  The sidewalk sho wn 

in front of the Post Office still remains.  

The two people are unknown.   Thanks 
to Edith and Galen Clary.  

BL0003 

 
Jimtown Bridge Replaced 

(c.1950) The Jimtown Bridge spanning 

Spr ing Creek is in the process of being 

replaced in this 1950s era photo.  The 

bridge is on the Old Jacksonville Road 

next to the intersection with Jimtown 

Road, east of the Island Grove 

Methodist Church.  The bridge was 

replaced again in the 1960s and again 

in 2008.   Thanks to Betty Winkler and 
Carl Ringer.  

RNH004 
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